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Civil  War  Letter 
Original    in  possession   of  Mrs.    James    Berkey,    Salem,    Indiana 

Corinth,    Miss   Fob   5th  1563 

My  Dear  Susie, 

In  the  absence  of  any  duty  of  a  public  character,  I 
will  again  attempt  to  write  you  a  fex*  thoughts.  This  is  quite  a  win- 
tsr  day  for  the  sunny  South  -  the  snow  is  some  three  or  four  inchos 
deep  and  still  snowing.  But  I  find  that  a  winter  is  not  that  uni- 
formly pleasant  thing  here  as  we  are  lead  to  believe.  It  is  not  as 
cold  here  as  in  Indiana  by  several  degrees,  but  the  relative  change 
is  equally  as  great  and  besides  the  winters  here  are  a  series  of 
rainy  days  almost  continuously. 

I  have  not  felt  the  disagrealileness  of  the  weather  much, 
because  I  am  operating  in  quite  a  comfortable  house.  I  am  getting 

quite  well  again  and  feel  like  a  different  man.  I  have  a  ravenous 
appetite  and  but  little  to  eat.  tfe  almost  die  for  want  of  some 
vegetables  to  eat.  v'e  can  get  pickles  and  occasionally  some  Irish 
potatoes  at  the  rate  of  &3.00  Per  bushel;  also  dried  peaches  and 
apples,  butter  is  scarce  at  5>0^  per  lb.,  bacon  is  9^.  These  with 
bread  and  coffee  make  the  sum  total  of  our  variety.  There  is  kanned 
fruit  here  In  the  hands,  of  the  Sutlers  but  they  sell  it  at  trie  most 
exorbitant  prices  Pint  Kans  at  $1.00  and  \   the  Kan  filled  wita  water 
I  often  wish  I  had  some  of  that  left  at  home  but  it;  is  beyond  ray 
grasp  so  the  less  I  think  about  it  the  better. 

A  great  many  of  the  officers  here  have  not  the  patriotism  to 

endure  things  faithfully  to  the  end  and  are  beginning  to  offer  their 
resignations  at  the  rate  of  one  or  two  per  week-  Capt.  Payne  and 
Rodman  have  offered-  theirs  and  Capt  Baird  Dr.  Field  and  Chaplin  Barr 
are  on  the  eve  of  offering  theirs.  I  don't  know  how  well  they  will 
succeed  as  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  get  out  of  the  service  but 
when  an  officer  gets  tired  and  homesick  he  is  no  longer  useful  to 
the  government  and  should  be  sent  home  or  reduced  to  the  ranks. 

I  think  Jeff  Davis  Proclaimation  threatening  to  turn  o«er  to 
state  authorities  all  the  officers  taken   in  districts  embodied  in 
the  President's  ^mancipation  Proclamation  has  made   some  of  the 
officers  In  our  regiment  quite  weekly.  My  opinion  of  such  cowardly 
dogs  is  that  they  ought  to  be  shot  instead  of  being  suffered  to      N 
resign.  As  for  myself,  I  did  not  contemplating  remaining  longer  than 
spring  when  I  left  home   but  since  I  see  that  Jeff  is  trying  to 
frighten  us  into  an  abandonment  of  the  most  effectual  war  measure 
yet  introduced  and  is  succeeding  in  scaring  so  many  out  of  the  ser- 
vice, I  have  concluded  that  If  health  permits,  I  will  see  him  through. 
I  think  his  is  a  game  at  which  two  can  play  and  I  believe  we  can 
play  his  policy  out  before  long. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd-vou  spoke  of  Hetties  mis- 

chevious  nature-don *t  underrate  her  for  that.  She  came  by  it  honestly 
besides  I  would  not  have  a  child  that  had  not  life  enough  to  be 
troublesome.  I  would  caution  you  however  to  keep  her  from  exposure 
to  cold,  the  warm  days  are  the  worst  as  she  will  stay  away  from  the 
fire  till  thoroughly'  chilled.  I  am  afraid  of  her  taking  diptheria 

as  It  prevails,  but  the  most  sure  prevention  Is  keeping  her  from 
exporure  to  cold. 

I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  to  tell  you  that  nine  of  our  men 
deserted  and  went  over  to  the  rebels  but  they  were  taken  prisoners 
and  will  be  dealt  with  severely  I  hope  that  they  will  be  shot. 

•Veil,  I  must  close  for  the  predent  accept  my  devoted  love 
and  believe  me  ever 

Faithfully  yours 
D.  W.  Voyles 


Civil   rt'ar  Letter 
Original  in  possession  of  Mrs.  .James  fierkey  Salem,  Indiana 


Corinth  Miss  July  16 th  186 3 


Vij   dear  Susie, 


naving  failed  to  get  a  letter  from  you  for  the 
last  two  weeks  I  have  concluded  that  Morgan  has  so  frightened  you 
that  your  nerves  are  too  unsteady  to  write  a  letter.  I  see  by  the 
papers  that  Indiana  is  the  theater  of  considerable  excitement.  I  pre- 
suma  that  Morgan  has  passed  along  by  your  house  unless  he  went  the 
Salem  road  by  Leonard  Wymans.  I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  he  has 
taken  both  my  horses.  If  not  I  shall  be  agreeably  disappointed  .  If 
your  father  had  been  notified  of  his  coming  and  hid  his  horses  in 
the  hills  beyond  the  river  they  would  not  have  found  them  but  I  can 
stand  the  loss  much  better  than  my  butternut  friends  can  stand  what 
ahat  they  will  be  called  upon  to  endure  towards  contributing  to  the 
cause  of  the  "much  wronged  South."  I  am  exceeding  anxious  to  hear  the 
particulars  of  the  Invasion  as  yet  we  have  received  no  letters. 
I  suppose  the  railroad  is  all  torn  up  and  the  running  of  boats  is 
quite  unsafe.  I  don't  anticipate  any  groat  destruction  of  property 
excepbing  the  railroad  and  stealing  of  horses.  Morgan  is  one  of  those 
dishonorable  men  who  take  pride  in  being  magnanimous  in  many  respects. 
I  think  the  people  of  Indiana  will  begin  to  learn  by  experience  that 
we  are  in  a  state  of  war  and  will  henceforth  find  something  to  do  be- 
sides sympathize  with  the  accursed  rebels  of  the  South. 

We  received  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  some  time  ago  and 
yesterday  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson  and  its  garrison, 
but  Meads  great  victory  keeps  diminishing  and  the  facts  when  fully 
known  will  reveal  another  disaster  to  our  arms.  Grant  is  after 
Johnson  and  we  will  soon  hear  of  the  latter  being  driven  out  of  this 
state  when  we  will  leave  this  place  and  advance  in  toward  Tuscumbia 
■to  cooperate  with  Rosecrans.  If  Meade  can  keep  .Washington  Safe  Grant 
and  Rosecrans  can  conquer  the  Confederacy  by  fall;  excepting  their 
final  resort  Guerrilla  warfare,  which  it  will  take  six  months  to  stop 
by  a  well  executed  policy  of  hanging. 

I  have  no  special  news,  am  well  and  in  good  spirits,  hoping 
ere  long  to  see  you  and  Hettie  and  all  our  friends  at  home  -  write 
often  - 

As  ever  your 
*'D.  W.  Voyles 
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